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Ventura County is located in southern California, USA, along the east edge of the Pacific Ocean. The
coastal portion occurs along the south and southwestern quarter of the County. Ventura County is
bounded by Santa Barbara County on the west, Kern County on the north, Los Angeles County on the
east, and the Pacific Ocean generally on the south (Figure 1, General Location Map of Ventura
County).

Ventura County extends north to 34.9014ºN latitude at the northwest corner of the County. The County
extends westward at Rincon Creek to 119.47991ºW longitude, and eastward to 118.63233ºW longitude
at the west end of the San Fernando Valley just north of Chatsworth Reservoir. The mainland portion
of the County reaches southward to 34.04567ºN latitude between Solromar and Sequit Point west of
Malibu. When including Anacapa and San Nicolas Islands, the southernmost extent of the County
occurs at 33.21ºN latitude and the westernmost extent at 119.58ºW longitude, on the south side and
west sides of San Nicolas Island, respectively.

Ventura County occupies 480,996 hectares [ha] (1,188,562 acres [ac]) or 4,810 square kilometers [sq.
km] (1,857 sq. miles [mi]), which includes Anacapa and San Nicolas Islands. The mainland portion of
the county is 474,852 ha (1,173,380 ac), or 4,748 sq. km (1,833 sq. mi.) in area and ranges in elevation
from sea level on the southwest to 2,692 meters [m] (8,831 feet [ft.]) above sea level at its northern
border on Mount Piños (Figure 2, Shade Relief Map of Mainland Ventura County). There appears to be
some discrepancy in the actual area covered by Ventura County, depending on the source. For
example, according to the California County Fact Book, 1983 edition (California Supervisors
Association of California 1983), Ventura County occupies an area of 482,668 ha (1,192,680 ac) or
2,999 sq. km (1,863.6 sq. mi), with 3,254 ha (8,040 ac) or 20.3 sq. km (12.6 sq. mi) of that as water.
The discrepancy appears to be a little over 2,469 ha (6,100 ac), which does not correspond to the area
occupied by the two islands within the County. However, thhe difference does appears to match the
area occupied by a rectangular portion of the county in the northeast corner, where the Ventura County
Board of Supervisors voted to give away approximately 6,100 acres to Kern County to accommodate a
proposed development that Ventura County felt it could not provide adequate County services to.

Mainland Ventura County is located between 34º00' and 35º00'N latitude and 118º38' and 119º28'W
longitude, excluding Anacapa and San Nicolas Islands, and is generally longer than wide. Anacapa
Islands are the smallest and easternmost of the northern Channel Islands while San Nicolas Island is an
outer southern Channel Island.
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